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Morning Keynote 

 
Engaging Communities in Transformative Ways to Intervene and 
Prevent Domestic Violence  
Josephine V. Serrata, Ph.D., National Consultant and Trainer 
http://www.drjosephinevserrata.com  
 
What is empowerment really? This keynote address, led by a national 
expert on empowerment and community engagement in the field of 
domestic violence, will address this fundamental question. Through 

engaging examples, the audience will learn the importance of targeting systemic inequities which 
exacerbate domestic violence, reasons why it is fundamental to engage communities to prevent and 
address violence, and how to engage community members in this transformative work.  
 
Objectives: 

1. Participants will learn the importance of addressing systemic inequities which exacerbate 
domestic violence. 

2. Participants will learn fundamental frameworks for engaging communities.  
3. Participants will learn examples of how to engage community members 

 
About Dr. Serrata 
Josephine V. Serrata, Ph.D. is a clinical & community psychologist. She is currently co-owner and 
licensed psychologist at prickly pear therapy and training where she shares her expertise in trauma-
informed and culturally relevant approaches to healing and organization development. Dr. Serrata is 
also a national trainer on the intersections of domestic violence and other factors (e.g., impact of 
natural disasters and intimate partner homicide) in underserved communities. Dr. Serrata is highly 
sought after for national trainings centering her work with culturally-specific organizations to improve 
service provision of organizations working alongside historically underrepresented communities. She has 
provided trainings on understanding the needs of underserved communities, understanding intimate 
partner homicide for marginalized communities, and improving service provision to be empowerment 
based and trauma-informed.  
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